
November 29, 2020 Sermon 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
I don’t know if it’s the fact that I’ve had more time alone to think about things or 
not, but it would seem God speaks to us more and more about our troubled times 
in our recent gospel lessons. Not only is he speaking to us about our troubled 
times, but if you take time to notice, we are also getting some reassurances, and 
maybe even some tips on how to live through these times. 
 
At the opening of today’s lesson, it feels like Mark is right on the money for what 
we are experiencing right now. “But in those days, after the suffering, the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.” And we could actually 
start this out for our own purposes, by saying, “And right now, there is a lot of 
suffering going on. People are getting sick and filling hospitals, and nurses and 
doctors are beside themselves wondering what to do, because all they see every 
day is sickness and death…lots of death. It’s as if the world is falling apart around 
absolutely everyone. 
 
“The sun will be darkened”…death isn’t exactly a time when we experience a lot 
of light in our lives, now is it? 
“The moon will not give its light”…Those who are sick and have loved ones who 
are sick and in the hospital are most likely experiencing some of the darkest and 
longest nights they’ve ever spent. 
“And the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken”…The pandemic has been going on long enough now that we all know of 
someone who has had the virus or worse yet, has died from it. 
 
BUT, then we are given hope! “Then they will see the ‘Son of Man coming in the 
clouds’ with great power and glory.” 
 
These apocalyptic words are taken from the book of Daniel. Perhaps Mark is 
alerting us to pay attention to Daniel! To be alert! Daniel wants us to know that 
the forces of evil are great against the righteous.  
 
 



Yes, it sounds like something taken directly from a Star Wars movie, but we are 
being told the rebellion against the reign of God is strong. The wicked are 
oppressing the righteous, the pandemic is getting us down, we are losing the 
battle to hold our heads up, and yes, things will probably get worse before they 
get better, but just as we think we can’t take it anymore, God intervenes to make 
things right.  
 
BUT…we must be ready. 
 
By ready, I don’t mean that some group is going to pick a date for God’s return 
and we all pack a bag, or whatever it is you might do if you know God is coming 
for you. We already KNOW God is coming back. We just don’t know when. And 
since we don’t know when, it would stand to reason that we need to be ready ALL 
the time! We need to tread carefully and be alert!  
 
I read an article by pastor Julia Seymour, who serves at Big Timber Lutheran 
Church in Montana. She told her readers that Yellowstone National Park is 
basically her backyard. She has an annual pass that she uses at least twice a 
month that allows her to hike, watch the animals and find the silent spaces. 
 
Along with the comfort of being at peace in the park, are signs that warn about 
the risks and dangers of walking through the park. Signs show how one needs to 
be aware of their surroundings so as not to do unintentional harm to the park 
while visiting. 
 
We have learned that geysers change the earth around them, due to their boiling 
and erupting, and overflowing. It can absolutely kill some of the flora and fauna in 
the area, but it can also cause different things to grow because of the steam that 
is emitted. 
 
Pastor Seymour spoke of a small geyser along one of the walkways. It’s called 
Young Hopeful Geyser. She said “it spits and shoots its hot stream of sulphury 
water constantly.” It erupts on a very irregular schedule, so one never knows 
when it may erupt…they only know that it WILL. And so, this geyser reminds her 
of Advent. Pastor Seymour said, “It boils and roils with what already is, with the 
truth that is known. All of that is preparation for the time to come when a more 
fierce and dreadful reality will occur.” 



 
Yellowstone National park is a bit of a wilderness area where anything is possible. 
There is beauty in the amazing colors of the canyon and the wildflowers that may 
not grow anywhere but there. But there is also a danger and so, while traveling 
through Yellowstone National park, there is a carefulness, a wariness, an alertness 
that we must take upon ourselves in order to be ready for anything that may 
happen. 
 
We are offered a word of hope if we continue to read today’s lesson. “From the 
fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 
 
Advent is the beginning of our church year. Advent reminds us to focus on 
beginning things rather than the end. The beginning of our gospel text today 
seems bleak, but you can’t stop reading after the first few sentences. You must 
continue on to find the hope that God in Christ brings to us. 
 
I was told by someone, once, that even though we see leaves falling to the ground 
from the trees, it isn’t because the tree is dying, but rather that a new bud that is 
waiting to come onto the limb is actually pushing the dead leaf off the tree so that 
the new growth may begin. This forces the tree to be in the here and the now and 
the not yet. Advent places us front and center for the here and now and the not 
yet. 
 
During Advent, we await the coming of the Christ child. We do it every year and 
every year that baby shows up in the manger just like clockwork. We expect it, it 
isn’t anything new, and yet, we still get excited about the idea of Christmas. We 
still get excited about the idea of something new and a fresh start! And everyone 
knows the world could use a fresh start this year more than ever! It’s like waiting 
for a parade when we were younger. We can hear the bands getting ready to line 
up, maybe the quick blast of a siren on a firetruck that’s in the parade, and 
suddenly, there they are marching down the street!  We were excited because we 
knew it was coming! 
 



Fishermen are said to find it tiresome to wait for spring to come when they can 
finally get out onto the water and fish, but once they’re on the water, that wait 
becomes different. The wait isn’t tiresome at all, because they await with great 
excitement at the possibility of the big catch!  
 
During Advent, we are expecting a new beginning, in an active kind of waiting that 
God in Christ has called us to do. We have waited through the pandemic, knowing 
that things are hard on everyone, but yet we get bored and tired of waiting for it 
to come to an end.  
 
BUT, we have now been given the promise of a vaccine that sounds very effective, 
and so our waiting becomes active, as we live with hope and expectation that this 
virus will soon come to an end. Even though “soon” may be a few months, we’ve 
already waited almost a year, so the excitement of a possible vaccine causes us to 
move into that active waiting period. We have hope!!! 
 
Hope is exactly what we need during this time of Advent! Hope for love and peace 
and joy that comes with expecting a new king. Hope for healing and justice in a 
broken world, but we must keep awake! 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.” 
 
May this day be the start of great anticipation and expectation for you all, 
knowing that God walks with us as we await, with hope, the birth of a tiny baby, 
expected to do great things! Amen! 
 


