
July 19, 2020 Sermon 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
WE NEED JESUS!!! 
 
I have seen the above statement many times in social media sites, but never so 
much as I have seen, since the pandemic began. I’ve seen it written above 
Snoopy’s head. I’ve seen it coming from Kermit the Frog. I’ve seen it just written 
as a pure and simple statement by, what I can only assume, is someone who is 
simply at the end of their rope. 
 
My question to those who post this, is: What do you mean when you say this?  
 
Is it possible that it’s being posted because one is caught up in judgment of the 
rest of the world? Things are being seen and read that are at odds with your 
beliefs, and the only thing left to say is, “We need Jesus?” As in, shame on you for 
doing what you’re doing! 
 
Do we need Jesus in the sense that, if enough people actually “had Jesus” 
(whatever that means) maybe we wouldn’t all be suffering together behind masks 
and closed doors, waiting to be the next victim of the coronavirus? That, 
somehow, because of all the badness and madness in the world, we are being 
punished? If that’s the case, then I’ve been worshiping the wrong God, because 
my God doesn’t cause people to be sick. 
 
Due to the fact that we haven’t been having in-person worship, which means, no 
communion, needing Jesus is something I can say I honestly need, but in the sense 
that I miss the breaking of the bread; the partaking in the body and blood of 
Jesus, and the whole idea of a family of brokenness that becomes forgiven, 
standing side by side at the communion table. So, in that respect, YES! Not only 
do I need Jesus, but I WANT Jesus! 
 
And I guess I’m wondering why anyone thinks they should be saying “WE” need 
Jesus at all. If you can look in the mirror and call yourself a Christian without 
cringing a little bit, then you probably already HAVE Jesus, or know Jesus, or talk 
to Jesus. Jesus is already with you. Here. Now. 
 



In today’s gospel lesson, Jesus tells the story of the wheat and the weeds. “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 
field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat, and then went away. So, when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well.” 
 
Later in the parable, the slaves ask if they should go out and pull up the weeds so 
they don’t choke out the wheat, but the problem with pulling up the weeds is that 
some of the wheat may be pulled up as well. 
 
I read about a weed that’s called a bearded darnel. The roots of the bearded 
darnel, wrap around the roots of the good plants and take in all the nutrients and 
water needed for the good plants. If you pull up the bearded darnel, you are most 
likely to pull up the good plants, as well. I also read that bearded darnel looks a lot 
like wheat, but is a highly toxic plant, so one must be very careful about 
separating the good from the bad. 
 
Jesus continues with the story by telling the disciples that the master tells the 
slaves to let the weeds and the wheat grow together until the harvest, when, at 
that time, they will be separated by collecting the weeds first, gathering them into 
bundles to be burned before the wheat is gathered into the barn. 
 
This story, of course, was not good enough for the disciples without more 
explanation, so they press Jesus for an explanation of the weeds of the field. Jesus 
answers, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the 
world, and good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children 
of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end 
of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned 
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire. The righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 
 
 
 
 



The church is filled with all kinds of people. We are not necessarily in church 
because we are filled with all things good. We are in the church because we are 
broken, we do hurtful things to people, we sin every day, we are in the church 
because we know we need to be with others who want to be closer to God, to feel 
the presence of God in one another and to know that we’re not going through this 
life all alone.  
 
Please keep in mind that when the wheat and the weeds are in the field together, 
they all receive the same amount of sunshine and rain. When we are all together 
in worship, we hear the same word, sing the same songs, pray the same prayers, 
but we don’t always interpret worship the same as the one beside us. How we 
receive the word of God depends upon what is happening in our lives at that 
moment in time. 
 
We get impatient. We want to point out what we think are the weeds. We want 
to be the ones who determine the Christians from the non-Christians; those who 
are close to God in Christ, and those who are not. 
 
Jesus says let the weeds and the wheat grow together, at the same time. Be 
patient. Watch. Wait. Sometimes, what looks like a weed may turn out to be a 
useful plant. When in difficult situations, my dad use to say, if you’re patient 
enough, the cream will always rise to the top, and still others say, be patient and 
let the Holy Spirit do the work that you WANT to do.  
 
If we allow God in Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit, to take care of 
determining the weeds from the wheat, then we are freed to do nothing more 
than show love for one another. Sometimes, we are so busy deciding who is good 
and who is not, we don’t realize we are alienating ourselves from others and from 
God, and we become the weeds.  
 
It should be no secret to anyone that every day, seeds of hatred and injustice are 
sown in this world. What we need to remember is that God is still in charge. We 
are called to love. We are called to serve. We are called to help those who are 
hurt by injustices in the world, and not through our judgment, but through our 
understanding that God is in charge. 
 
 



Yes, we read about God’s judgment in today’s gospel lesson. Reading about 
judgment is a call for us to look within ourselves and decide if we are wheat or if 
we are weeds. We need to discern if we are the reason that someone else is not 
receiving the justice they deserve. We need to see that it is not OUR call as to who 
is a good Christian and who is not, and we need to be able to hear what God in 
Christ is saying to us and reflect on that still, small voice. 
 
WE NEED JESUS!!! 
 
Well, we HAVE Jesus. It’s our job to make him visible to others. It’s not our job to 
shout the need from the mountain tops. What we NEED, is to give our Christianity 
more than lip service. Jesus needs to show in all that we do.  
 
You want to be distinctive from the weeds? Share with others. Give your time to 
others. Call your neighbor on the phone during this pandemic and check on them 
to see how they’re doing during a time when everyone is so filled with anxiety, 
that we can barely hear God telling us to be patient, and that he is in control. 
 
Don’t want to be mistaken for a weed? Then own up to your mistakes. Apologize 
to people for hurting them. Pray for the people in your community as well as the 
people in your own family and your church.  
 
WE HAVE JESUS!!! 
 
He’s right here in the smile from the UPS man. Jesus is the person behind the 
mask that’s keeping you from getting sick while buying groceries. Jesus comes to 
us in the form of thunder, wind, rain and beautiful green grass, and the tall, 
cooling shade trees of hot summer days.  
 
So, the next time you want to write in big, bold letters that we need Jesus, take a 
minute to stop and think about what you’re doing, and why you’re doing it. 
Remember that it’s not our job to decide between the wheat and the weeds. It’s 
not our job to decide who needs to be under God’s watchful eye, because in 
reality, we are ALL under God’s watchful eye. If he allows rain and sunshine on an 
entire field, no matter what’s growing there, we can be assured he’s watching 
over us. 
 



God’s grace is for everyone…not just a chosen few. So, step aside, take a seat, and 
let God take care of his fields. 
 
This is my Father’s world, oh let me never forget that though the wrong seems oft 
so strong, God is the ruler yet. Amen. 
 


