
August 23, 2020 Sermon 

Romans 12:1-8/Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 

good and acceptable and perfect.  

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 

more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we 

have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 

who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 

exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say 

John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 

Messiah.  

 



Today’s lessons conjure up visions of rocks, building foundations, and body parts. 

It may seem unusual to anyone reading this that I bring these things to the 

forefront, but I think we learn important lessons from Paul, in his letter to the 

Romans, and from Matthew as we read about Simon Peter who calls out Jesus as 

the Messiah, the Son of the living God, and then, HE is called a rock by Jesus…a 

piece of foundation, unmovable, a cornerstone of the church, if you will. 

As I write this, the women’s group of our church (WELCA) is preparing for a 

MONSTROUS yard sale. Currently, two tents are set up and there are two huge 

farm trailers in the yard, and I’m told more will be added. They have been 

working fervently for the last three hours, and will continue to work each day this 

week before and through the sale. Believe me when I say that things are filling up, 

and it looks as if the three-bay garage, where all was being stored, has not been 

touched.  

It’s a hot, sunny, humid day here in Tennessee, and that doesn’t seem to be a 

deterrent to these ladies. You see, the money that is made from this sale will help 

with emergency expenses of people in our community. It will help buy meat for 

the food distribution in December. It will go toward the purchase of Christmas 

gifts for families in need. It will help with someone’s medical expenses, or other 

big-ticket items. This group has been known to even help people purchase hot 

water heaters when the need was there. 

So here they are; ladies and maybe a man, or two, displaying tons of items for one 

of the biggest yard sales I have ever seen. These people who are working so hard 

for this sale, are part of the foundation of our congregation. Strong, hard-working 

and committed. Unwavering. There are no cracks in this foundation. This is 

actually what I see when I hear the words, St. James Lutheran Church. This is what 

I tell people when I talk about our congregation. I talk about a caring community 

that comes together, working hard to make sure those on the fringes of our 

community have what they need. 

Paul says, “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually we are members of one another.” 

 

 



 

Theologian, Israel Kamudzandu says: “We are called to abandon the sin of 

individualism and embrace a cross-cultural Christian life.” I’m sure those who live 

out here in the country think this sounds a bit off, that we have not seen many 

people from other cultures, or countries, but there are definite cultural 

differences in our community.  

There are those who were born here, versus those who have retired from jobs in 

other states, and moved to beautiful Greene County, so there are definite cultural 

differences; different ways of thinking; different ways of behaving. There will 

always be cultural differences.  

Abandoning individualism simply means we need to work together. Paul is talking 

about working together as a group for the good of the kingdom. This is not about 

us as individuals. It’s about us as individuals, together, creating a firm foundation 

for Christ’s kingdom. 

Paul says, “We who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually, we are 

members one of another.” In this time of living through a pandemic (I know, I’m 

tired of hearing about it, too) we should heed these words.  

Individuals, doing what we are told will help us ALL in the long run. We are 

members of one another, wearing masks, social distancing, washing our hands, 

being in public as little as possible, knowing that we are members of one another. 

Individuals showing God’s love to one another to create a body of healthier 

individuals. Remember the words, “We’re all in this together?” This statement 

was true in Paul’s time and is still true, today. 

“We who are many, are one body in Christ.” Pride, arrogance and ego need to go. 

These are three things that cause us to have a broken body. These three things 

are not the way to share the love of God. Pride, arrogance and ego cause us to 

look inward and to think only of ourselves. If we are to be one body in Christ, then 

faith becomes our common denominator, and we focus our individual attentions 

on the one God in Christ. 

We need to do things outside of our normal daily life, putting aside things that 

conform with society and think about those things we can do to express God’s will 

in our lives. 



 If God requires us to show love for one another, then the best thing we can do is 

try to protect one another. What better way to show love, than to attempt to 

keep each other from getting sick. We are all eager for life to get back to normal, 

but we know that if we respond as inward-looking individuals, we will be living 

this new normal for a very long time. 

Pride, arrogance and ego also puts us at risk for worshiping God’s blessings rather 

than worshiping God. God blesses each one of us with his grace and mercy, so to 

think you were spared from dying in a tornado, or not drowning in a tsunami, or 

not catching the coronavirus because of God’s blessings for you, individually, 

that’s not quite right. It’s not about you. One of my pet peeves is hearing 

someone say, in the aftermath of a tornado, “God really blessed us.” So, does that 

mean that he didn’t like the person next to you, so he took out their house? No, I 

don’t think so. God blesses everyone, every day. 

We are reminded in today’s Psalm (138) “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, and 

your right hand delivers me. The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast 

love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.” 

This reminds us of the importance of praising God in all things; worshiping God 

through the good and bad, and not worshiping and giving thanks only for the 

blessings of God. I’ve said many times, as I said about the disasters above, that 

God does NOT cause these things to happen, but WHEN they happen there will 

still be things for which to give thanks. Giving thanks to God is important for 

keeping our faith life in check.  

God meets us and walks with us in our suffering. God does not punish us, or close 

windows on us, but walks with us; beside us, through good times and even the 

most difficult, but God does not cause pain and suffering. God does not cause the 

storms that rage, and believe it or not, he didn’t decide to drop a big ol’ virus on 

the entire world to punish us.  

 

 

 



So, how is your foundation holding up these days? Is it cracking? Has it been 

tossed about by things of life that catch you off-guard? How are you dealing with 

those things that cause cracks in your foundation? Are you getting on with life, 

knowing that God walks with you and will never leave your side, or do you feel 

like curling up in a little ball in the corner of a darkened room, somewhere, 

waiting for all the nastiness to pass?  

Even if we’re having a hard time dealing with life right now, God is still with us, 

never leaving our side. Sometimes, it’s good to look back at the days past and you 

will see God’s hand in everything…from the outcome of a storm, to the people 

who came your way, even if it’s as simple as a stop-in by the UPS driver. And give 

praise and thanks to God for ALL those things, because that is what shapes us into 

loving, committed, faithful human beings. 

God in Christ is our foundation. He is the foundation upon which those members 

Paul speaks about, come together as one body. We bring many different 

attitudes, ways of caring and loving; gifts that have been given to us through the 

grace of God. These are the building blocks that are placed on that foundation. 

God’s love, mercy and grace will never fail us, as we act together, as one body in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 


